
Gainesville Chain Hawks Disc Golf Club 
Public Meeting – Minutes from July 24th, 2016 

 

1. Info Items and Updates 

a. Club Finances. Courtney went over current club finances and standing of ace 

funds. 

b. Club Website.  Immediate need of a club website was discussed including who in 

the club may be able to create it, who showed previous interest before, and what 

the website should include. Website items would include pictures/media, list of 

upcoming and past events, history of club activities, membership list, BoD list, 

Articles of Organization, membership info, course info, Chain Hawk Open 

information and list of previous CHO sponsors, charity and organization 

partnerships, link to lost and found discs, link to PDGA site and videos, link to 

other clubs, and marketplace to buy discs.  Courtney will coordinate with 

interested members to delegate task. 

 

2. Club Positions/Roles 

a. Course Maintenance and Basket Schedule.  Likelihood of Shawn immediately 

stepping down from his position was briefly discussed and what roles would need 

to be filled.  This would include one of the members who have worked on 

changing baskets each month to hold onto keys and continue scheduling this 

activity (i.e. become lead).  Adam Rogers also said he has keys and would be 

willing to take on task. Someone would also need to be the main contact for lost 

and found discs. Monica’s idea for moving lost and found discs was described.  

She is wanting to keep a detailed inventory of the discs (plastic/type/weight) and 

post pictures of lost and found discs on the Chain Hawk Disc Finder page (or 

other online option) to create a date/time stamp.  If the disc is unclaimed within a 

certain period of time, the disc would be sold which could include using an online 

selling/buying option.  Discussion on the appropriate length of time before selling 

unclaimed discs was discussed and will be further looked into.  It was suggested 

that all current lost and found discs should be donated before this new process 

begins.  

b. League Events Coordination.  Courtney discussed wanting to have other 

members learn how to and help run weekly doubles and/or be able to fill in.  She 

has created two additional binders/sets of all items needed to run league events 

including doubles/handicap logs, writing utensils, scorecards for both courses, 

cash/change envelope, payout tables, deck of cards, CTP flags, etc.  She iterated 

how making the commitment to run the event, using the logs, keeping 

detailed/organized records of ace funds, and communicating with others who run 

events were the main requirements.  Eddie and those in attendance agreed that 

others should learn how to run weekly events, if not every member, so the 

continuance of league events doesn’t rely on one person’s attendance/knowledge. 

It was suggested that Courtney should either hold a training meeting or train 



people during weekly events.  People interested in learning the process should 

contact her. 

c. Board Restructuring.  Potential changes in current board positions were 

discussed.  If given formal resignation by Shawn as Chairman, the current BoD 

and club members will formally vote to fill this role.  Another potential change 

would be to add another assistant position to the BoD to help Courtney in 

logistical and (event) planning roles. Formal creation and restructuring will occur 

at the next meeting.  Any interested persons in volunteering now (in the interim) 

should contact Courtney. 

 

3. Course Updates 

a. Northside.  The final drafts of the new Northside tee signs were shown.  Once 

approved by the club and any changes made, they will go into production. Hole 

distances will be double checked with the assistance of others before approving 

drafts.  Previous discussion on creating concrete pads on #6 and #14 short pads 

was brought up.  It was discussed which members would need to be involved with 

this activity (due to machinery/experience) and that the timeline for completion 

would be before CHO.  Previous discussion on creating concrete pads on holes 

#19 and #20 was revisited.  Discussion at the last meeting was that no permanent 

pads should be created on these holes in case the baskets could be used for a new 

course. New discussion included that the club could fundraise to replace the 

baskets if removed or to help provide new baskets for a new course, and in either 

case, #19 and #20 are a true part of the course and should remain there in the 

future.  Total cost of putting in six concrete pads was discussed and estimated to 

be around $400 total. A club vote was initiated to “make #19 and #20 permanent 

holes at Northside which includes putting in concrete pads”.  The vote was 

unanimous in favor of making #19 and #20 permanent.   

b. Jonesville.  Tony gave an update on the conditions and course improvements at 

Jonesville.  Jonesville is currently being mowed weekly by Alachua County. 

There is continued work on the new pin placement locations including ground 

maintenance, map creation, etc. Acknowledgment was given to those working on 

these activities and continuing to make the course look great.  

 

4. New Course  

a. Jason discussed his progress on talking with the City about putting in a new 

course.  He and Garrett Gurthie recently met with Michelle Park (Assistant 

Director of Parks and Rec) to initially discuss the idea and propose the need of a 

new course in the Gainesville area.  The information Jason gave included basic 

information on disc golf as a sport, benefits of the sport, PDGA statistics outlining 

the growth of the sport, the history of the Chain Hawks activities with specific 

references to our partnerships with charities (e.g. UF CARD, RunOCD) and 

outreach (e.g. Christian’s efforts through DG4 to promote sport to kids), Chain 

Hawk membership, and recent statistics of course usage collected by Murray 



Zolt’s surveys. The City’s Parks Department’s Vision 2020 Master Plan includes 

funds allocated for new parks within the Gainesville area. The Parks Department 

is also currently in the middle of adjusting their budget for next year to include 

more funds allocated towards park improvements.  Overall, the timing to propose 

creation of a new course is good. A 60-acre piece of land acquired near Kanapaha 

is seen by the City as an area of need and there are plans to build a new sports 

complex including a park.  Discussion included that there is enough land in that 

area to create a championship course and what that could mean for the future of 

disc golf in Gainesville.  Jason had already spoken to several DGC designers to 

get their feedback/suggestions and gauge their interest.  In order to continue to 

pursue a new course within this area, the Chain Hawks will need to formally 

partner with the City which could change some logistical aspects of the club 

activities (which are being looked into) and would require formal participation 

with the City’s events and programs.  Next steps in this process for the Chain 

Hawks include to: 1) create a website, 2) develop a mission statement that aligns 

with the City’s vision, 3) determine a point of contact that will be the liaison 

between the city and club, and 4) create an official proposal to be submitted to the 

City.  Jason is the current point of contact as he will oversee the proposal process.  

The Chain Hawks will need to submit an official letter of recommendation to the 

Parks and Rec board.  The next board meeting is on August 24th.  Prior to that 

date, there will be another meeting on this topic on August 17th.  Current priorities 

are working on the club’s mission statement and creating a website prior to the 

August 17th meeting.  Any interested members in helping with the mission 

statement or future proposal tasks should contact Jason. Those interested in 

creating a website should contact Courtney. 

 

5. Events 

a. Potential future events were discussed including the Discraft Ace Race (the club 

ran this in early September last year) and previous mention of running a clinic at 

Northside.  The group discussed the profit margin of previous Trilogy/Discraft 

events and the possibility of creating our own two disc challenge (i.e. Chain 

Hawk Challenge).  The idea would be to order 2-3 disc types in bulk, get them 

stamped, and run a one day fundraising event.  The group agreed that two discs 

would be preferred over three discs.  This would include a multiple purpose disc 

and a putter.  Garrett Gurthie is going to look into potential price breaks he could 

get with Latitude 64 and Courtney is going to look into Innova.  The club will 

then decide which route would be best.  An idea to reduce costs would be to look 

into sponsors (e.g. WIFT) and include their name/logo on the disc stamp.  Garrett 

mentioned that a fundraising goal might be to raise money to send four people to 

the USDGC so they could see a large disc golf championship event and get more 

exposure to the sport.  One idea could include sending the top four winners of one 

of our events.  More discussion on these ideas and final decisions will occur at the 

next meeting. 



b. The club’s annual upcoming events were mentioned and briefly discussed, 

including: 

i. Annual Chili Cook-off and Bring Your Own Partner Doubles fundraising 

event.  The group agreed that it wanted to continue this event.  If the club 

ran the Chili Cook-off the weekend before Thanksgiving like last year, the 

date would be Sunday, November 20th.  Date confirmation will be 

determined at another meeting. 

ii. 5th Annual Chain Hawk Open.  The CHO was briefly discussed which will 

be two weekends this year.  The Am weekend will be held on December 

3rd – 4th and the Pro weekend will be December 10th – 11th.  The group 

discussed setting up a CHO committee to help alleviate the number of 

tasks per person.  The sponsorship letter will be formalized prior to the 

next meeting and the details of the CHO would be discussed at the next 

meeting in August.  If any person is interested in leading a bigger role in 

CHO planning, please contact Courtney. 

 

6. Open forum  

a. In discussion of the possibility of Shawn stepping down, Murray Zolt mentioned 

that a nice gesture from the club would be to build a bench and personalize it with 

a plaque in his honor and for the work he’s done.  Courtney mentioned that prior 

discussions with individual members have also previously included painting a 

mural on wall by #9 basket (an idea from Chris Adams and Raz a few months ago 

but the City wasn’t able to approve it), nominating him for a citizen volunteer 

award through the City, or nominating him for a PDGA service award (mentioned 

by GG).   

b. It was mentioned that at Jonesville, parents aren’t allowed to attend their 

children’s practices so many families walk the paths during those times. Because 

of this, reminder to be aware of your surroundings and courteous of other park 

attendees. 

c. Reminder that there is an online survey/forum for concerns/ideas that can be 

continuously used. 

 

 

Upcoming FL Tournaments: 

September 3rd – 5th – Southeastern Amateur Championship - Orlando 

September 24th – 25th – Silver Springs Shootout 

November 11th – 13th – New World Disc Golf and Distance Championship   

 


